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PrefacePreface

Good morning ladies and gentlemen,  It is my honor to stand 
here today in front of great and diverse audience like 
yourselves.  I am Rear Admiral / Ahmed Salem from the 
Egyptian Navy and I will speak today about Umbrella 
Structures for the Co-ordination of the National Maritime 
Security Effort.  Before I begin I would like to extend our 
deep thanks and great appreciation for the Republic of South 
Africa specially His Excellency Jacob Zuma the president of 
the Republic of South Africa, and to the South African Navy 
specially Vice Admiral / Mudimu chief of the South African 
Navy for hosting this great symposium dedicated to world’s 
peace and security.



PrefacePreface

Throughout the history we continue to depend on maritime 
highways for a global transportation system that delivers 
goods and materials to factories and stores around the world. 
The oceans and waterways are also critical sources of energy, 
minerals, food, and other natural resources, as well as favorite 
areas for recreation. Navies remain key to the defense of these 
interests. At a time when global terrorism, rogue states, 
international crime threaten the world’s oceans and 
waterways, no one nation can accomplish this goal alone. An 
attack on a strategic point in the maritime domain could 
devastate people and economies worldwide.  
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Success will come through the hard work of a powerful 
coalition of nations focused on protecting the world’s 
maritime interests. These nations must coordinate their 
effort and work together under set rules and through 
careful international laws. The structure of coordination 
for maritime security is defined through International 
organizations, International agreements and Bilateral 
agreements, in this paper we will outline the most 
important and most recent of these.



Paper outline

The structure of coordination for maritime 
security is defined by :
1.International organizations
2.International agreements 
3.Bilateral agreements
In this paper we will outline the most important 
and most recent of these.



International organizationsInternational organizations

1. The International Maritime Organization :
A - ISPS Code :

The ISPS Code is a comprehensive, mandatory security 
regime, comprised of both mandatory and recommendatory 
components, for international shipping and port operations. 
It requires vessels and port facilities to conduct security 
assessments develop security plans and hire security 
officers. It seeks to provide a standardized, consistent 
framework for evaluating risk, enabling governments to 
ensure that security measures are implemented in 
proportion to the potential risk to security, which may vary 
from time to time.



International organizationsInternational organizations

1. The International Maritime Organization :
B - Ship Security Alert System (SSAS) :

SSAS allows a vessel operator to send a covert alert to shore 
for incidents involving acts of violence, such as piracy or 
terrorism. 



International organizationsInternational organizations

1. The International Maritime Organization :
C - Automatic Identification System (AIS) :

An AIS is navigation equipment installed on ships that automatically sends the ship’s 
identity, position, course, speed, navigational status, and other safety-related 
information to other ships and shore-based agencies, allowing for ship tracking and 
monitoring by Vessel Traffic Systems (VTS) located in various ports. 



International organizationsInternational organizations

2. Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) Forum :
APEC, comprising 21 economies on the 
Pacific Rim, to facilitate trade and 
investment and enhance security against 
terrorist threats. Member economies 
have agreed to: implement a container 
security regime; implement th e 
common standards for electronic 
customs reporting developed by the 
World Customs Organization; promote 
private-sector adoption of supply chain 
security; and assure integrity of 
officials involved in border operations.



International organizationsInternational organizations

3. Port Management Association of Eastern 
and Southern Africa (PMAESA) :
The Port Management Association of Eastern and 
Southern Africa (PMAESA) is a nonprofit, non- 
governmental and non-political organization of port 
authorities in the Eastern and Southern Africa region. 
Membership of PMAESA ranges from the Sudan in the 
North to Namibia in South-West Africa, including the 
Indian Ocean islands and some land-locked countries. 
The main objectives behind the establishment of the 
Association are to coordinate and standardize African 
port operations, equipment and services of ports, with 
a view to improving relations with other transport 
organizations, sub-regionally or world-wide. In addition, 
PMAESA provides a forum for its members to share 
experiences, exchange views on common problems and 
how best to address them, and on matters of interest to 
all members.



International organizationsInternational organizations

4. International Association of Ports and 
Harbors (IAPH) :
Its principle objective is to develop and 
foster good relations and cooperation among 
all ports and harbors in the world by proving 
a forum to exchange opinions and share 
experiences on the latest trends of port 
management and operations and security.  
The latest conference the 12th IAPH 
Asia/Oceania Regional Meeting/Port Forum 
was successfully held in at Bandaranaike 
Memorial International Conference Hall 
(BMICH), Colombo, Sri Lanka, 8-9 March, 
2012.



International agreementsInternational agreements

1- United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) :

UNCLOS is only one of many regimes, 
or sets of rules, laws, codes and 
conventions that have been created to 
regulate the activities of private, 
commercial and military users of our 
seas and oceans, it provides the legal 
framework for further maritime security 
cooperation.



International agreementsInternational agreements

2- SUA - Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against 
the Safety of Maritime Navigation :

In November 1986 the Governments of Austria, 
Egypt and Italy proposed that IMO prepare a 
convention on the subject of unlawful acts against 
the safety of maritime navigation 'to provide for a 
comprehensive suppression of unlawful acts 
committed against the safety of maritime navigation 
which endanger innocent human lives, jeopardize the 
safety of persons and property, seriously affect the 
operation of maritime services and thus are of grave 
concern to the international community as a whole." 
The Convention obliges Contracting Governments  
either to extradite or prosecute alleged offenders.



International agreementsInternational agreements

3- SARPSCO - The South Asia Regional Port Security 
Cooperative :

The South Asia Regional Port Security Cooperative, known as 
SARPSCO, brings together many of the countries sharing the waters of 
the Indian Ocean: Bangladesh, Comoros, India, Madagascar, the  
Maldives, Mauritius, Oman, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Of special concern to the group is the potential disruption to oil 
shipments, which would have disastrous economic consequences for 
the region. The idea emerged in 2006, after Sri Lanka Navy thwarted 
an attack on the Port of Galle in southern Sri Lanka and needed a 
method to share the information and alerts.



International agreementsInternational agreements

4- Security Council resolution 
1816 and later 1846  :

The Council decided that States and 
regional organizations cooperating 
with the Somali Transitional Federal 
Government (TFG) may enter 
Somalia’s territorial waters and use 
“all necessary means” -- such as  
deploying naval vessels and military 
aircraft, as well as seizing and 
disposing of boats, vessels, arms and 
related equipment used for piracy -- 
to fight piracy and armed robbery at 
sea off the Somali coast.



International agreementsInternational agreements

5- Security Council 
resolution 1851 :

The Security Council 
authorizes states to use 
land-based operations 
in Somalia.



International agreementsInternational agreements

6- Djibouti Code of Conduct :
The Djibouti Meeting adopted the 
Code of Conduct concerning the 
Repression of Piracy and Armed 
Robbery against Ships in the 
Western Indian Ocean and the 
Gulf of Aden. The Code, which 
became effective from the date it 
was signed (29 January 2009), 
takes into account and promotes 
the implementation of those 
aspects of UN Security Council  
resolutions and of UN General 
Assembly resolutions, which fall 
within the competence of IMO.



Bilateral agreements 

1- India, US agree to enhance maritime security 
cooperation in September 2011.

2- Mauritius and the European Union (EU) 
signed an agreement on investigation and 
prosecution of suspected pirates in Mauritius, 
July 2011.

3- India and Mozambique signed Agreement on 
Maritime Security, June 2011.



Finale 

Finally, I would like to emphasize the great importance of 
international cooperation, all nations benefit from effective global 
maritime security, and all nations must share in the responsibility 
of achieving this goal .

Egypt values the efforts done by all the nations interested in 
keeping security in the world’s oceans and waterways specially the 
Indian Ocean. Egypt also appreciates the great work that has been 
shown during this fruitful Symposium and looks forward for the 
recommendations that will come out that will act as an example of 
good cooperation.  Sharing Information or giving advice through 
the international umbrella is something that Egypt will always be 
ready to offer .  
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