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INTRODUCTION 
 “Whoever controls the Indian Ocean dominates Asia. This 

ocean is the key to the seven seas in the twenty-first century, 
the destiny of the world will be decided in these waters.”   
Rear Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan, US  18 January 2004. 

  “The Indian Ocean is once again becoming an arena for 
geostrategic rivalry and ‘great base race’ around the region. 
At the same time there is the burgeoning concern over an 
array of non-traditional security threats, especially energy 
security. The Indian Ocean, now the world’s most important 
route for international maritime long-haul cargo, remains 
vulnerable to piracy and highly unpredictable potential acts 
of maritime terrorism” Prof. Sanjay Chaturvedi 



INTRODUCTION… 
 

 The security of IOR has been subject of  varied (positive/negative) 
comments by many scholars.  

 Nicholas Spykman (1972 )warned that if a strong country emerged in 
Eurasia, it could disrupt the vital sea lanes. As a solution he suggested 
that the US should work the countries that formed the Rimland (the 
coastal areas of Eurasia) to prevent expansion of such force. 

 In 2008 a senior chinese naval officer vindicated Spykman’s comments 
when he suggested to Admiral Keating (Commander, US  Pacific 
Command) that China and the US should divide the Pacific Ocean; 
China to keep western half and the IO and the US to keep the Eastern 
half from Hawaii.  

 



INTRODUCTION. 
 The security situation in IOR has also prompted many conferences, 

seminars and symposia. 
 In  June 2010 at a seminar organised by the Japan Institutes for National 

Fundamentals ,the President of the Institute (Ms Yoshiko Sakurai) 
stated that the main objective of the seminar was to “discuss the 
situation of the [Indian] ocean, which is turning into a sea of conflict in 
the 21st Century”. 

 Prof Brahma Chellancy of Centre for Policy Research, India(June 2010): 
“In no part of the world is the security situation  dynamic and in such a 
flux as in the Indian Ocean region…This region is also the centre of the 
challenges of the 21st Century world- from extremism and terrorism to 
piracy and safety of sea lines of communication”. 

 
 
 



THE GEOGRAPHY OF IOR :THE AREA 



THE GEOGRAPHY OF THE IOR- The main international routes 



THE GEOGRAPHY OF IOR 
 The Indian Ocean: 

  -occupies 20% of the world’s ocean surface.  
   -is nearly 10,000 km wide at the southern tips of Africa and Australia  
   -is 68.556 million square kilometers,(about 5.5 times size of the US).   
   -is the third largest body of water in the world after the Pacific Ocean 

and Atlantic Ocean in that order.  
   - includes Andaman Sea, Arabian Sea, Bay of Bengal, Flores Sea, Great 

Australian Bight, Gulf of Aden, Gulf of Oman, Java Sea, Mozambique 
Channel, Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Savu Sea, Strait of Malacca, and Timor 
Sea.  

    



THE GEOGRAPHY OF IOR 
  - has many islands including Coco Islands, Andaman Islands, Sri Lanka, 

Maldives,  Diego Garcia, Seychelles and Mauritius.  
   - has many sea ports including Chittagong in Bangladesh;  Trincomalee, 

Colombo and (Hambantota - planned) in Sri Lanka;  Freemantle in 
Western Australia;  Visakhapatnam, Cochin, Karwar in India, Gwador 
and Ormara in Pakistan, Port Louis in Mauritius, Port Victoria in 
Seychelles, and Phuket in  Thailand 

   - encompasses the entire arc of Islam, from the Sahara Desert to the 
Indonesian archipelago. Hundreds of millions of Muslims- the legacy 
of those medieval conversions - live along the Indian Ocean's eastern 
edges, in India and Bangladesh, Malaysia and Indonesia. (Robert D 
Kaplan) 

   -includes (the western reaches of the Indian Ocean) the tinderboxes of 
Somalia, Yemen, Iran, and Pakistan - constituting a network of 
dynamic trade as well as a network of global terrorism, piracy, and drug 
smuggling (Robert D Kaplan).  
 



THEORETICAL/CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS 
   The Neorealist Approach 
 
 The theoretical foundation of the paper is a modern variant of Hans 

Morgenthau’s (1973) realism; Neorealists think that at the international 
level, states act in a highly structured, interdependent system.  

 It has been noted that the traditional version of neorealism 
overemphasizes the aspect of interstate competition and that 
cooperative realism (heavily influenced by Robert Keohane’s 
contractualism or functionalism) should be preferred. 

 Therefore the approach of cooperative realism/contractualism is much 
more suitable for the paper than the classical neorealist balance of 
power approaches. 

 

 
 



THEORETICAL/CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS 
    The Expanded “Security”  Concept 
 Since the beginning of the twenty first century, the term ‘security’ was 

essentially contested and underwent tremendous redefinition. This 
redefinition was intended to capture two issues: the broadened 
concerns of the concept and the special security perspectives of Third 
World states.  

 The discourse on security has moved from “state-centric” to the 
“pluralist approach” and has redefined a threat to national security “as 
an action or sequence of events that threatens drastically and over a 
relatively brief span of time to degrade the quality of life for inhabitants 
of a state or threatens significantly to narrow the range of policy 
choices available to the government or to private, non governmental 
institutions”    (R. Ullman). 



STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF THE IOR 
    -Roughly one third of the world's population resides in states that have 

a coast on the Indian Ocean.  
   -One fifth of the world's energy supplies travel across it, largely in a west 

(Persian Gulf) to east (India, China, Japan) direction. In reverse 
direction, super ships carry manufactured goods from Asia to Middle 
Eastern and European destinations. 

   - It is estimated that about 100,000 cargo ships sail through the Indian 
Ocean;  

   -One billion tons of crude oil is transported through the ocean annually; 
   -40% of sea surface traffic goes through the strait of Malacca each year; 
   - 40% of exported crude oil goes through the strait of Hormuz. Other 

key “chokepoints” in the region are: the Suez Canal; Bab-el-Mandeb; 
and Straits of Malacca (bordering Indonesia and Malaysia).  

 
 



THE SECURITY CHALLENGES OF THE IOR 
 In recent years, the security situation of the IOR  has been complicated 

by other trends from the dark side of globalization: human trafficking, 
smuggling of illicit goods and materials, movement of proliferated 
weapons and weapon’s components, piracy and maritime terrorism. 

 In the IOR, rightly described as the ‘Heart of the Third World’ with low 
per capita income, low levels of human development in the majority of 
countries, maritime security can no longer be conceptualized only in 
terms of a composite of sea power and the naval arms build-up. 

 Challenges posed by the recent upsurge of piracy and terrorism at the 
Horn of Africa are additional to the existing security challenges already 
facing the IOR. The Horn of Africa is one of the most volatile spots in 
the world; for 150 years, the Horn has been a theatre of strategic power 
struggles. 



THE GEOPOLITICS OF THE IOR 
  Critical arena for the 21st century 
 “in no part of the world is the security situation so dynamic and in such 

a flux as in the Indian Ocean Region”(Chellancy) 
  The IOR is also the centre of the challenges of the 21st Century world-

from extremism and terrorism to piracy and safety of SLOCs. 
  The region symbolizes the global non traditional security challenges 

from environmental pollution and degradation of coastal ecosystems to 
“mercantilist approach on energy and the juxtapositioning of energy 
interests with foreign policy interests” (Chellancy)   

  The IOR is the region where the old security threats meet with the new 
security concerns and symbolizes how the global security challenges 
have fundamentally changed. 

 



THE GEOPOLITICS OF THE IOR contd.. 
    State rivalry in the IOR 
 “In fact, never before in history have China, Japan, and India been 

strong at the same time. Today, they need to find ways to reconcile their 
interests in Asia so that they can peacefully coexist and prosper. But 
there can be no denying that these three leading Asian economies and 
the US have different playbooks: America wants a multipolar Asia but a 
unipolar world; China wants a multipolar world but a unipolar Asia; and 
Japan and India want a multipolar world and a multipolar Asia” 
(Chellancy) 

  It has been noted that the major challenge facing the IOR is how to 
build stable power relations and that the Indian Ocean will determine 
whether we have unipolar or multipolar Asia .  

 The strategic triangle of China, Japan, and India and the relation of 
these principal asian economies to the US is central to the future of 
Asia and the IOR. 

 



THE GEOPOLITICS OF THE IOR contd.. 
 China 
 China’s interest in the IOR is said to be in line with the long term 

strategy mapped out by Admiral Liu Huaqinq in the 1980s by which  
China was to:  

     -Expand coastal defence capability by 2000;  
     -Establish supremacy in the seas within a line of defence known as “the   

first island  chain” by 2010;  
     -Establish maritime supremacy in seas within “the second island 

chain” by 2020; and 
    -Become a naval superpower equal to the US by 2040. 
 According to China’s Modernization Plan (which focuses on naval 

modernization and forces modernization), Chinese navy will by 2015 
secure air supremacy over the seas up to 1500 km from the mainland 
China by using land based aircraft and will deploy more than 40 missile 
armed submarines.  

 



THE GEOPOLITICS OF THE IOR 
  China(contd…) 
 In line with Admiral Liu Huaqinq’s strategy, China has provided 

various forms of support and aid to its friendly partners in South Asia 
and has made massive investments in the construction of strategic port 
facilities referred to as China’s “string of pearls”. 

 China’s approach is designed to: 
   - ensure that oil products can be imported through South Asia- 

 particularly Myanmar, its closest neighbor, without going 
 through the Strait of Malacca; 

      - fire a warning shot to India-which stands in its way of China’s 
 attempt  to extend its reach to the Indian Ocean; and 

               - establish its influence in the Indian Ocean as envisioned in 
 Admiral Liu Huaqinq’s  long term strategy. 



THE GEOPOLITICS OF THE IOR 
   India 
 India has taken counter measures to China’s string of pearls strategy by 

adopting a new doctrine developed by Admiral Mehta the former Chief 
of Indian Naval Staff. The new doctrine states India’s intention to: 

  -Build a credible deterrent force without engaging in an arms 
 race with China. 

  -Expand India’s critical maritime area to include the South 
 China  Sea and other parts of the Western Pacific Ocean and 
 maintain cooperation with maritime countries with which it 
 has friendly relations. In this regard it is expected that Japan 
 would be India’s partner. 

 In 2010 India began to build an aircraft carrier and plans to spend $ 30 
billion to strengthen its navy in the coming years.  

  
 



THE GEOPOLITICS OF THE IOR 
  India (contd…) 
 India is also building military intelligence-related facilities in Madagascar, 

an Island country in the Indian Ocean and in Mozambique on the African 
east Coast.  

 It is also constructing an airfield in Kazakhstan and a space information 
centre in Mongol right in the backyard of China.  

 India is also making constructive contribution by sponsoring multilateral 
symposium and holding joint military drills with other countries.  

 Japan is ready to provide strong support to India: 
     - In 2007 : joint naval drill involving the naval forces of the US, India, 

Japan, Australia and Singapore conducted in the Great Coco Island in the 
Bay of Bengal;  

     - In April 2009: three nation naval drill involving Japan, the US and India 
conducted in the seas around Japan’s Kyushu and Okinawa. 
 



THE GEOPOLITICS OF THE IOR 
  Japan/US 
 US announced QDR in Feb 2010, in which there was reference to “Air 

Sea Battle Concept” which makes it clear that the US will seek to 
counter anti-access capability through the integrated air and maritime 
operations. 

 Japan has committed to cooperate with the US to contribute to the 
peace and stability of the Western Pacific region.  

 Under a Japan/US agreement  of May 2010 , Japan embraced a new 
concept of “dynamic deterrence” which refers to the enhancement of 
deterrence through the dispersion of US marine bases in several 
locations throughout Japan.  

 Japan has also proposed joint usage of the US navy base in Diego 
Garcia ,an island in the Indian Ocean. 
 



EXISTING SECURITY FRAMEWORKS 
 The Gulf Organization on Port Security and Control (Riyadh 

Memorandum of Understanding, headquartered in Oman, 2004),  
 Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Environment - 

ROPME (an anti-pollution institution of eight Persian Gulf states 
based in Kuwait (1981),  

 South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission (a fisheries 
management initiative based in Kenya , 2004)  

 The Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia organization –MALSINDO(an 
anti-piracy coalition to guarantee free movement in the Strait of 
Malacca ,2004).  

 The Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-
ARC-created in 1997)-initially aimed at trade cooperation but later 
involved in security issues.  
 



EXISTING SECURITY FRAMEWORKS (contd..) 
 

 The Djibouti Code of Conduct (yet to come into operation but with 
sound provisions on anti piracy operations in the Western IOR );       

 Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed 
Robbery against Ships in Asia(ReCAAP)- a  2006 regional agreement by 
states in South East Asia aimed at fighting piracy in the Malacca Straits      

 The ESA-IO Regional Cooperative Framework;         
 The SADC Regional anti piracy strategy; and        
 The Maritime Rescue and Coordination Centres (MRCCs)-initially set 

up to deal maritime rescue operations but now mandated to coordinate 
information on anti piracy operations. 
 



CONCLUSION/PROSPECTS 
 The prevailing security situation in the IOR is one of rivalry between 

the key players (India, China US, and Japan) largely motivated by 
energy security by the control of SLOCs, and demonstration of state 
power and influence in the IOR.   

 The security situation in the IOR is very dynamic and is reflective of 
how the global security challenges have fundamentally changed; and 
the challenge still remains how to build stable power relations in the 
region.  

 The  best approach should be to craft a mutually acceptable security 
architecture that minimizes geopolitical competition and maximizes 
mutually beneficial cooperation and that takes into account the 
“cooperative interest” of all states and global peace, security and 
harmony. 
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